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VEGETABLE SHEEP (RAOULIA SPP.)

Raoulia are Alpine plants from New Zealand, which can certainly
be considered examples of “curiosities” in the Museum of
Economic Botany. They caused a sensation when they arrived
in Victorian London.

They were carried with great labor from the mountain peaks,
as this poem describes:

The naughty plants were growing in the most exposed locality.
We laboured sore an hour or more and courted dire fatality,
Before the monster yielded to our picking and our harrying;
We laid his carcass on the brier to start the dreadful carrying.
—Arnold Wall, “How They Brought the Good Sheep from
Torlesse to Christchurch,” 1930

Note also the collection of portraits of eminent botanists, including
a photograph of Charles Darwin on the far left, which positioned
Kew as an authority on botany and Kew botanists as the natural
successors to a long line of scientific “greats.”

28 BotanicaiD ri f




60C

102

461

£81

£91

¥l

Ol

SIRWSpPaMouydy

salydeadorg
96 ( foung ® spuasy ndlag

10yzng BLBIY B UI[V piempd praeqg
Jpul|af eue|y <8 UOSIdPUY BIDIGINY

SILIA AP UBULIAY
[[o43eD Sanquauuly uoA elipuyy

€L “Sfaurjar sue|y ‘uedriiay difiyd
Fuymo( (928 ¥ JapIng 21UU0)
69 SIAN BYSEIRN
SERIAl 2SI ¥9 UIBNOSSNOT dA1R[D)
9 uuewadday g wiyy
uiqod padypy
0% SIMOH PneR[eA) BLUwy

([|puinbseq oanepy

68 [[o418D) Sanquauuiz uoa elipeyyy

UOSIEL AUB[I]N

6C Jaaan aureuian

uoIey] BYSRIEN 61 NIQSaN JIEIN P YSIUL0D) duijoIe)
A1III|[0D) BIPAN sbuy

< [[041BD Banquatiulyz oA elipeyy

SOUO[-SIM] But[aAF Aey

WNLIRQIDH JAISBAUT 1) JO
S3IS1U08RI0.1J LI [B21URIOY




'‘Q2-61 'dd ‘ssald Biaquiels :ulieg “wniegisH
OAISBAU| 8U] Jo Sisiuobelold 1yl [eaiurlog
‘(*pa) |jo1BD BinquaUUIZ UOA ) U] ‘wnasnw

B JO 9]0A0 8jil 8Y1 "8102 IN ‘WIgseN ¥ "D ‘ysiuio)




