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Introduction 

By the time of the Iron Age in the Near East (c. 1200-500 BC), the essential elements of agriculture 
were well established. The major cereals, pulses and livestock species had been domesticated in 
the-Neolithic period (1 1.000-6000 BC). Animal-drawn ploughs and domestication of the main 
fruits occurred in or just before the Early Bronze Age. Much of the technology and techniques 
of early twentieth-century agriculture can be traced to the Bronze Age. C 

This co&nuity in technology, and the apparently unchangmg appearance of the Near. Eastem 
landscape, mask substantial changes in agriculture and diet over the last 3000 years. However, 
the agricultural (pre)history of these millennia has been remarkably little explored, compared to 
the attention given by prehistorians to the origins and development of agriculture in the 
Neolithic, or the role of agriculture in the emergence of city states in the Early Bronze Age. 

Our aim is to show that the Iron Age is a period of significant change in agricultural practice that 
merits further study and, especialIy? increased sampling of bio&haeologicaI remains from 
archaeological excavations. Published archaeobotanical 'data is usedto briefly explore a range of 
quesliions; these are intended to stimulate debate rather than to give definitive answers. 
Explorations of evidence for environmental change, for' example through pollen records, or 
evidence for change in animal husbandry are beyond the scope of this paper. We were unable to 
attend the meeting, and are aware that some topics discussed there, in particular population. 
migrations, and the role of agrarian failures at the end of the'hte Bronze Age, are not covered 
in this paper. 

Data synthesis 

Here we do not attempt a detailed re-analysis of data for the period, but have instead summa,rised 
published archaeobotanical reports in two simple charts, covering Aegean sites, including those 
i.n western Turkey (table 1) and'Near Eastern sites (table 2). We have expanded coverage to 
include Late Bronze Age sites and Aegean sites, as these are necessary to study change through 
time and space. Arabia and Central Asia are excluded as these have very different climatic 
regimes and archaeological trajectories. We also exclude sites that have little data or for- which 
the plant identifications are uncertain. 

We use Enghsh language terms for crops throughout the paper; boran~cal names are given m 
table 3 Background informauon on ind~ndual crops IS, unless orhemse stated, drawn from 
Zohary and HopE (2000). 


























