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1 Hillman’s research into
¢ farming and food was
ve all pased on a thorough
*‘bot_hand knowledge of edible
ﬁrsnt 5. Dinner for his family was
pla "lly gathered from the wild:
usuh aps nettlesoup, followed by

! m burger and pollen pan-

Gordo
ancien

ac0l “Ants were a favourite

k€ & ather acidic.

His' formative —experiences

e
key in the 1970s. Many
Zu\Jerg being built, leading

fo the urgent need for archaeo-

al digs before sites were
ed. In 1970 he joined the
pitish excavations at Asvan, a
illage on 2 tributary of the
uphrates ‘in eastern Turkey,
Here David French, the archae-
Jlogist, assembled a remarkable
ea, including many from other
ecialismssuchas aqthmpp[ogy
andgeography. Heavily criticised
by establishment archaeologists
st thetime, this approach is now
sandard practice. Hillman soon
realised that the traditional
farming system at Asvan, with
few machines, was an opportu-
nity tostudy prehistoricfarming
in real life. i
Over four seasons Hillman,
known as ‘Gordon bey”, was
able to perfect his Turkish and
tapthe expertise of local farmers,
who could draw on millennia of
experience of surviving in a
harsh environment. Crucially,
he observed how practices such
as threshing and winnowing
affected the composition of
grain samples. This insight is
now central to the way that
archaeological seed samples are
interpreted, as the result of
human activity rather than as
random assemblages. Hillman
also carried out botanical sur-
veysatatime when travel in the
region was relatively safe, if
more arduous than it is now. -
Hillman’s trips involved long
days negotiating poor roads in a
Land Rover, or Volkswagen:

JogiC:
flood

camper van, and climbing rocky

' He examined the

slopestorecord traces of vegeta-
tion that had survived grazing.
By 1971 he was becoming well-
known in archaeological circles
as a pioneer archaeobotanist.

He was approached to join

Andrew Moore’s excavations at
Abu Hureyra in Syria, a prehis-
toricsite due to be flooded in the
Euphrates valley. Two seasons
of work uncovered four metres
Ot occupation spanning one of

1€ great transitions in human

ory, from foraging to farming,

about 1,000 years ago. Thi
) go. The
study of the plant remains was

take another 25 years, witha

final report published in 2000.
Hillman's~ strong ~ empathy

through fieldworkin Syria

While there were no modern
guides to the plants, Hillman
had a near photographic
memory for plants, seeds and
books, as well as being fluent in
four languages.

He left the museum in 1965 to
study agricultural botany at the

University of Reading, where he
came under the influence of
Professor Hugh Bunting. Hillman
later took up a postgraduate
studentship in Mainz, West
Germany, where he studied
archaeobotany for a year before
leaving for Turkey. )
In 1975 Hillman returned to
England, taking up a post at
Cardiff University and working
part-time on plantremains from
Welsh excavations. This showed

Gordon Hillman, in about 2000, was
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 institute. All were treated as his |

peers, which could be an alarm-
ing experience for a new
student, but many of them are

forward his ideas.

‘Hillman lived and died in the
house in which he was born, in
‘Hailsham. He had married
Wendy Maclnnes in 1974, but

the marriage was dissolved. He |
‘had a daughter, Thilaka, who is | |

an environmental artist.
His commute to London was

ably queues of students and
‘eminent visitors eager to discuss

ful lifestyle, with the added
: f publication.

that theinsights gained fromhis T
work in the Middle East could tren

contents of Lindow

With plants and farmers had its i

100t in his childhood, Gordon
harles Hillman was born in
se“c"shaln. East Sussex, the
A]b°"d of three children of

ert Hillman and his wife,

e°yce, in1943, Albert was a tal-  his” |

“ted landscape gardener, o

Ing a Well-establighed nursery.

ra°"d0n went to Bexhill

pe Mmar Schoo| and then
Ntayearas a field assistant at
On Moor nature reserve in
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now in senior positions, taking |

often late and there were invari-

seeds or new excavations. All | .
- would be seen, but it was a stress-




